
5/9/2019

1

Trends in Decorative Concrete
Minnesota Concrete Council, April 18, 2019

Chris Becker, Director of Technical 
Services, Solomon Colors & 
Brickform Products

Chris Becker

• Cemstone Products Company 1989
• EL Bulach Construction 1997
• Becker Architectural Concrete 2002
• Anchor Wall Systems/Oldcastle 2016
• Solomon Colors/Brickform 2018
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Overview

• Brief Overview of the Evolution of Decorative 
Concrete

• Explore what’s on trend today

• Predictions about the future

Where it all 
Started…the early 
pioneers, influencers 
and products

Lynn Scofield, LM 
Scofield

• In 1915 Early development of metallic 
oxides for use in Concrete…Grew into LM 
Scofield Company

• Later introduced color hardeners, sealers 
stains.  

• By 1920 Moved the Company to California
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John Crossfield, 
Crossfield Products

• 1938, Patent for Plastic Composition, A 
combination of rubber and Portland 
Cement 

• Later incorporated polymer resins
• By the 1970’s , Sundeck experimented 

with spraying these types of materials 
through a hopper gun, and Crossfield 
Developed the Miracote branded material

Brad Boman Bomanite

Innovator and Leader
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Buddy Rhodes

Bob Harris

Fu-Tung Chen
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Materials & Installations

Acid Stains…Early 1900’s

Integral Colors
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Stamping and Texturing Tools

Paper Stencils…Early 
Systems

Overlays…Basic 
Beginnings
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Through the 1980’s- Early 
2000’s

• Color was a combination of 
Color Hardener, Integral Color & 
Stains

• Metal imprinting tools had 
morphed into urethane tools 
that had texture and pattern

• Overlays started to become 
more widely used in both 
residential and commercial 
applications

• Floor Polishing began to work 
its way into large commercial 
slabs

• Specialty/Themed work used 
both form liners and vertical 
carved concrete

• Concrete Countertops and 
castings start to show up

Trends from Early 2000’s to 
today

• Seamless Texture replaced more 
complicated pattern stamps.

• Integral Color (through better dispensing 
systems) replaced a good percentage of 
color hardener applications

• Water based, penetrating stains gained 
market share, however acid based stains 
still widely used 

• Polished Concrete Floors become one of 
the fastest growing segments of 
Decorative concrete, with the advent of 
more specialized equipment for projects 
of all sizes

• Overlays become more diverse and 
unique, including systems for polished, 
textured and seeded surfaces.

• Vertical Finishes, both interior and 
exterior start to become more 
widespread. 

• Countertops and castings are no longer a 
novelty…more sophisticated and 
complex.

Today’s Trends

• Integral Color with sand/exposed finishes

• Urethane stencils 

• Water Based Stains

• Metallic Epoxies

• Vertically Carved Concrete

• Overlays...from polished to textured

• 3d castings…less about countertops and 
more about other elements

• Environments incorporating multiple 
decorative concrete elements
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Sand/Exposed Surfaces

• Basic decorative elements are integral 
colors and surface deactivators

• Combinations of colors, levels of exposures 
create on-trend looks

• Addition of urethane stencils and stains 
take it to the next level

Process

Finished Product
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2018 WOC Booth

LithoCrete

Litho Mosaic, TB Penick
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Progressive Concrete

Water Based Stains

Water Based Stains
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Metallic Epoxies

• Increased Market Share vs 
micro toppings

• Vivid Colors

• Unlimited Effects

• Interior Use Only

Retail, Commercial, Residential

Vertically Carved Concrete

• Started Primarily in 
Commercial/Themed 
Environments in the 1970’s

• Now becoming a full time 
specialty trade

• Vast Array of applications 
and uses
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Warren Ness, Spokane 
WA

Solomon Training Facility, 
Springfield, IL

Vertical Carving Class 
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Overlays

• Stamped Overlays gaining popularity
• Self-Leveling and Polished
• Products used for both Vertical and wear 

surfaces

Polished Overlay

37

38

39



5/9/2019

14

3d Castings

• High Performance Pre Cast 
Concrete Elements

• Industry Trend away from 
Countertops and more 
towards panels, furniture, 
functional art

Shaw & Sons, California

Brandon Gore, Gore 
Design Co.
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Erosion Sink

Wall Panels-Concreteworks, Oakland CA 

Furniture, JM Lifestyles, New York
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Furniture, Concreteworks, Oakland CA

Wall Panels, 
Concreteworks
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Predictions for the Future

• Sealers will become less 
about shine and mil 
thickness and more about 
penetration and natural 
beauty

• What’s old will make a come 
back

• Creativity and Artistry will 
continue to evolve with the 
use of technology and 
tools…stencils, custom art

• Whatever can make 
installations involve less 
people are easier systems 
will win
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Technology 
will help push 

Innovation

Many Trends Have come from people outside our industry…look for 
opportunities to work with them

Architect

Potter

Hotel Management

Thank You
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https://youtu.be/UdgEWIzAsUA

https://vimeo.com/63689610
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